TREASURY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON

DEFENSE SAVINGS STAFF

December 10, 1941

Honorable Marriner S. Eccles,
Chairman, Board of Governors, -
Federal Reserve System,
Federal Reserve Building,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Eccles:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the
letter received by my assistant, William C. FitzGibbon,
from The First Presidency of the Mormon Church, out-
lining the position of The First Presidency toward
the Defense Savings Program, and also expressing a
considerable lack of sympathy with the policies of
the present National Administration. This is the
letter about which I told you at Ernest Draper's
last night,

Yours sincerely,

P

ames L. Houghte .
Assistant to the Secretary,

Enclosure



CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
Office of the Firat Fresident
Salt Lake City, Utah.

October 11, 1941

The Honorable
¥illiam C. FitsOibbon,

Defense Savings Staff,
Treasury Department,
‘washington, D. C. |
Dear Mr., FitsGibbon: | |

Your more than gracious letter of September 30, 1941 has
peen received. JYour gmﬁm comsendation of the Church, its mesber-
ship, and the achievements of the Church and its meabers is most
gratefully appreciated. |

You are kind enough to sayt "Help us now to teach our
citizens everywhsre how to preserve and perpetuate cur freedom,——free—
dom to govern nurulﬂl, rrudon' of speech, and .t_'rudul to worship
God according to our own light.®

It would be our dearest joy if we might be able to help to
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the ends you name. Pt 45 v BG over the Meld we are mite of the
dj_fﬁcnltiﬂl imn‘lvnd, and are persuaded that fnr now &t lsast pesrhaps
the best we can do 1is ta.tnllfcuhrhﬂymt liee back ¢f cur om
achievement, however modest it w be.

The Church has a very complste and in some respects intri-
cate organisation through which it works, and no organigation which
is not equelly well set up would be likely to be even as ufflctiva
as -ﬁ:g Church is, and that is not completely effective. There are

numbers of the Mormon people who have not fully responded to the



tnanﬂing: .gf the Church nor to be tenets of its urgnnizaﬁinns, and
who are, mr¢£ﬂe, lukewarm in the support of the Church, its
policies, .;primiplan, and doctrines,
| 'But behind the Church organization there are gpiritual values
wlthout whiech thu organization would be ineffectively operative. The
Mormon people 2s a rule have daap ruligiaun cnnvint.inns. Gart.ain of
their beliefs are Iunﬂamantal in guiding their unndm:t. and attitudes.
It would Prgbahly not be advisable to go into the detalls of all these
beliefs nor would that be enanntiully helpful or useful to you, (We
may S&Y parenthetically that we hﬂn' been trying for practically a
century nmr to convert the people nf this ncruntr;-,r and of the world to
our religious beliefs and tenets, with th- result that even now, with
ﬁ j_nﬁﬁm by births, we have only something over 800 000 members-—
men, Women, and children-—in all the world. )
| Perhaps the fundamental principle that gives unity and di-
rection to the actlon of the penfle is this: One of our Articles of
Fqith(‘Migh hra more or less equivalent to the creeds of other denom-
inations) declares:
"Fe bellieve thﬁt'a man must be called of God, by
prophecy, and by the laying on of hands, by those who are in
authority to pralch thn Gospel and administer in the ordin-

ances thll‘ﬁﬂf .

Another Article of Faith dedlares:

"We believe all that God has revealed, all that
He does now reveal, and we belleve that He will yet reveal
many great and 1npnrtant things pertaining to the Kingdom
of God."

The people therefore believe that the President of the Church



his Counse 2OTS; and the Council of the Twelve Apostles have a right
to the reveslations of the Lord as to the conduct of the Church and
the member= thereof; that the Lord actually speaks through them as
the result of the revelations which He gives them; and that t'hurefqbe
the member s are under mhligntiﬂfl, when the President of the Church
speaks, O follow his advice and counsel. With the great bulk of Y
people thi?® is not mraly_a 1ip loyalty; it is a thoroughly engrair,
belief. THhe result is that when the President of the Church speaks

)
those who 3T faithful in the ﬂhurr.'.h accept his words as divinely j_
spired and seek to guide their lives accordingly.

You will readily perceive the force and effectiveness of
such a concept as applied to the organization of the Church and the
conduct of its members, and you will also easily see that the unity
of action and aim and purpose of the Mormon people could hardly be
duplicated in any society which did nﬁt have such & conception.

In the first place, we should tell you that it is a part
of the doctrine of the Latter-day Saints, as much a part as any
other tensb of their religion, that the Lord Himself "established {
Constitution of t.hig land, by the han_'_:la of wise men whom I raised
unto this Very purpose, and redeemed the land by the shedding of
blood®, and that this Constitution "should be maintained for the
rights and protection of all flesh, according to just and holy pri
ciples.”

OQur people believe they have a special relationship to

Constitution and 1ts preservation,

-



The revelation from which the foregoing is quoted
was given in 1833, and two years therealter the Church issued
a Declaration of Belief regarding governments and laia, .tha
three opening paragraphs of which read as follows:

"We believe that governments were instituted of
God for the benefit of man; and that he holds men account-
able for their acts in relation to them, both in making
laws and administering them, for the good and safety of
sociely, ' |

"We believe that no government can exist in peace,
except such laws are framed and held inviolate as will
gsecure to each individual the free exercise of conscience,
the right and control of property, and the protection of
15.;:3- T

‘Me believe that all governments necessarily re—
quire civil officers and magistrates to enforce the laws of
the same; and that such as will administer the law in equity
and justice ‘should be sought for and upheld by the voice of
the people if a republic, or the will of the soverelgn.”

The balance of this Declaration deals in major part with
the relationship between mligim societies and the government nnd
the respective fialﬂa of each.

In a revelation given to Joseph Smith in 1831, among
other things the following prineiples were announced:

"o unto you-rich men, that will not give your
 substance tp the pocr, for your riches will canker your.
souls: and this shall be your lamentation in the day of
visitation, and the judgment, and of indignation: The har-
vest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved!

"¥o unto you poor men, whose hearts are not
broken, whose spirits are not contrite, and whose bellies
are not satisfied, and whose hands are not stayed from
laying hold upon other men's goods, whose eyes are full

E of greediness, and who will not labor with your own handsi®

R s



In another revelation given in 1842, the Lord said:

"Let every man be diligent in all things. And
th r shall not have place in the church, except he
and mend his ways." |

At another time Joseph Smith received a revelation (1831)

which said:

"Now, I, the Lord, am not well pleased with the
inhabitants of Zion, for there are idlers among them; and
their children sre also growing up Ii wickedness; they also
seek not earnestly the riches of eternity, but their eyes
are full of greediness. :

. mThess things ought not to be, and must.be done away
from amcng thea," Bay

Brigham Young in the early days said:

"My experience has taught me, and it has become a
p;'-incipla with me, that it is never of any benefii to give
out and out to man or woman money, food, clothing, or any-
thing else if they are able-bodied and can work and earn
what they need when there is anything on earth for them to
do. This is my pringiple and I try to act upon it. To pur-
=, 8 contrary course would ruin any community in. the world
and make them idlers."™ .

_ "To %gu to the idler is as wicked as anything
§ else. HNever give anything fo the idler.m

Along side of these principles the Lord gave Joseph Smith
- several revelations ragar_ding' the care of the iidmr_,- t.-hg ﬂz_'ﬁhu_l , and -
the pa.ur- One of the mnst.. direct and brief atatements that have been
giﬁ;n on the duty of the Church towards such people reads as follows:

®p11 children have claim upon their parents for
thelr maintenance until they are of age,

"And after that, they have claim upon the chureh,
or in other words upon the Lord's storehouse, 1f their
parents have not wherewith to give them inheritances.

*And the storehouse shall be kept by the conse-
crations of the church; and widows and orphans shall be
provided for, as also the poor.”

o



Thus at:t:arﬂinﬁ +to the Gnapal plan under which the
ﬂhurch 3 B aatahliahad anci nparatea, the care of th.a ﬁdm, the
orphan, gand the poor, is a Church fnnﬁt.inn, it is a part of the
brothernc?0d of man which nnderlies our whole social and religious
1ife. A= God's childruu all, and as brothers and sisters in
Christ, ¥© must as a matter of spiritual reapmnihﬂit,y and pur-.
mmt- to positive divine command care for the halplesa, the un-
fortunate®s and the needy. Furthermore it is a:ﬂmtinlly a neigh-
bor to naighbur .ﬂhl.igltiﬂ!. It is not a function of eivil govern-
aklad piu is fundamental. | L4

Fnrthlm:ﬂ, in. 1333 Joseph Smi'th mui*nd a revelation
which we know as the Word af Wisdom nnﬂ which taught t.hu_pagp],;
~ that they should not use :llunhﬁlig--bnnrngzn,' ‘bﬂhmug, hnt.dﬂnku,
{Ihich pss been interpreted to mean ‘tea, coffee, and other drinks

containi®gé habit-forming dm_gu) that neat should be eaten sparingly,

T e gave other health suggestions.

The Mormon p-uaple as they are today are the result of a
century of teaching and prectieing of the foregoing pr‘j_ncj_p]_g._ It
" has only been bj' t.he urgunt. insistence upon these principles by the
Church pmru during this whole period that the Pﬂﬂpla have been
brought to the place they are today. Thelr ﬂﬂhiﬂ?mnta have been
the result of their ordering their lives, albeit more or less imper-
ferctly, in accordance with ﬂ:eug principles. A result of this sort
cannot D8 achieved in a day, a week, a year, nor in many years, and
could not be achleved mept for the fundamental belief that the

Leaders sho are dirncting the people are inspired of the Lord,
=5
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= o ,guinister to their wants, who shall pay for that Ihi::h they

You also should understand, as probably you do, that the
leaders o#f the Church consider it within ‘their province, and the people

have the 5818 view, to advise the people generally and as individuals,

ik alone? ©P matters purely religious but in their temporal affairs,

T T gt g, vt

The. lmruﬁt- acclasiaat.it:al unit in the Ghumh is called a "™Ward" and
the presifding officer in that Ward is a "Bishop," who has to assist

him two crounselors. The Bishop 1is considered to be the "Father® of

. the Ward, 1 & good Bishop (and we consistently try to pick the best

a5 t.ﬁﬁ Wards to be Bishops) is consulted by the pgﬁplﬁ of his
Ward rega’tding their perscnal mﬁtura, thelr business affairs, their
apiritu.'al problems and relations, and all of the problems of life.

 As to the office of Bishop, the Lord has declared that

winhe offiCe of a bishop is in administering all temporal things",

whaving s knowledge of them by the SPirit of truth". Bishops are

nto have ;it. given unto them to discern all those gift.; lest there

‘shall be A1Y among you prﬁfas_uing and yet be not of God"; they are

"to keep the Lordts storehouse; to receive the funds of the chureh. .

to take an aﬁcﬁun‘b of the elders as before has been commanded ;

receive, inasmuch as they have wherewith to pay; that this also may
be ﬁﬁnﬂgcra‘bad to the good of the church, to the poor and needy.

And he wh0 hath not wherewith to pay, an account shall be taken and
handed ovr to the bishop of Zion, who shall pay the deﬁt. out of

that whicd the Lord shall put into his hands." The Bishop "should
travel roaid about and among all the churches, searching after the
poor to guinister to their wants by humbling the rich and the proud.™

i



It may be obgerved in passing that the whole male body
of the Mormon Church froa tﬁlva years of ape and up bears uuu.e
degree of the Priesthood. We have no regular mimistry. Any good
man may be called, and practically all good men are at one time or
another in their lives called to do work for the Church. All such
serve gratuitously. 'Thi.lrt are fewer than tﬂﬁt@‘-fiva offices in
the Church that might be regarded as life offices, and these compose
what are known as the General Authorities of the Church.

The officers nt.her. than General Authorities are changed
at intervals sc as to pgive more men the uppnrtuﬁity to serve, _Thm
are inman'a urg:ﬁisatians.alau. Cf the total body of the Church there
are parhapu as many as 25¢ who are constantly in active gratuitous
:Ghtlrﬂh service, and since the bulk of these may be replaced, it is
perhaps not an exaggeration to say that as many as 60% to 70% of the
whole membership of the Ghurch, men and women, have at some time dur—
ing their lives an opportunity to have a puaitinn- of office or trust
in t.ha- Church guvBMHt. Thus the great bulk cf the psople, men
: and women, have opportunity both to serve and to dirant., to be rulud
4 and to rule. This is a priceless exparienna for any panpla

You ought also toc have in mind that the Church is supported
principally by the tithes of the people, Every man and woman earning
money is supposed to pay a tenth of his annual income inte the Church.
As stated above, cur total Bhurch membership is not in excess of be-

tween eight hundred and nine hundred thousand people. There



are somevhere in the neighborhood of seven hundred and fifty thousand
in the United States. Our anmaal budget for building church edifices
of verious kinde, for schools, hoepitals, the maintenence of houses
of worship, malntensance of temples, Church Welfare Plan, nissionary
service, etc., 8tC-, totals =bout five milliome of dollars..

in sddition to the tithing we have fast offerings. On the
first Sundey of e=ch month, each member is expected to fast for two
penls and to giﬂ. the cost of these meals to the Blshop of the ¥Ward
for his mse in taking care of the poor, The psople make athulr con=-
tributions for building their chepels and for maintaining the Gemeral
¥Welfare FPlan.

¥hen our ﬁnuplu first came to Utah under the 1aidir:hip of
Brighem Young, they came as refugees from mob drivings, plunderings,
and “tﬂ.,#g ¢iypt from Ohio to Missouri, then {rom Hissourl ﬁ
I11inois, and then out of 111incis to the Weet, They traveled to
Utah from the Missourl Elver by ox-team. There was no rallroad west
of the Mississippi River vhen they came here., For many years, lndeed
unti] after the Civil ¥ar, sach food, clothing, etc. as they brought
from the outeside had to be brought by ;:-tm more than & thngmd
niles over plains, mountains, rivers, and deseris. Of necessity
the people had to become self-supporting and pmduau.prnutiua.ny
everything which they consumed. The hardships of pioneer 1life thus
':-:'-f vailt into the werp and woof of the grandperents and parents of the
=- p“,“t generat ion the sterling qualities of thrift, indastry,

t-hunenty, integrity, sobriety, independence, love of liberty, and all




P

the sterlimg virtues that go to make up e great people. The support

of "home imdustry® vas one of the cardinal principles of the great

e e AT

,,m““'_l_t.h they vere founding. We were to be essentlally self sus-
tatning snd self contaised,

% - From their earliest days here BErigham Young semt out
colonies to build up communities &ll over this intermountaln area,
Each of thete commnities had first to be practically fully eelf
supporting, and they did not cease, fni- vary many years, to be
interdependent awong themselves,

Brighan Young ﬂlt!:t-lllilhl.ﬂ. in those early days many indug-

triegs-—some 0f which aftervards disappeared: the silk industiry, the

 iron industry, weoolea factories, the ralsing of cotton in the _suntﬁ.

ern part of the state, and many other thiags. FPresident Gramt as

a boy carried a surveyor's chain ia surveying the ditch for diverting
vater from the Virgin River to irrigate the first cotton %1 Utah's
"Dixie."”

Later, under President ¥oodruff the sugar industry was
setablished. The Church fathered and built, vith the help of soms
private Mormon capital, the beet sugar industry in the West. They
puilt the first beet sugar factory that used sugar machinery wholly
built in the United States. In the effort to set up this industry
Presideant Heber J. Grant lost over a hundred thousand dollars of his
own personsl funds at a time vhen the purchesing power of the
dollar vae very much greater than now. This beet sugar industry

was established in order that the farmers might be helped through



rajsing a esAsh crop.

gfoved by the instructions guoted above as to the duty and
r“pm.“,ﬂ;tr of the Chureh to care for the widow, the orphan, and
the poor, we recently intensified our efforts im this direction,

though undey Plans which have, in fact, been in the Chmrch for a
hundred yeaX'®, DY setting up vhat we have called our Gemeral Welfare
Program. TD® primary sim of this Program is to provide for the uta-h
rialvﬂt! of falthfn)l members of the Church who find themselves now

in d1rricul®¥. to reduild them spiritually, and to restore 1o them
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i the proper gnnu-pt pride, and nppﬂutntiun nf h!rim nitinn:hip,
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l!hil P1an het 28 a fundanentsl unnupt on thn lnterltl side that no

one shall recelve help who, belng sble to work, does not work, We
are w go provide work for the needy to do, Thie hze not always
been easny, pat the effort has been and is continuous to bring this

about. The great bulk of the material used in this work of caring

~for the pool is produced by the Welfare Flan itself, and in greatest

part by the gratuitous labors of Church members--both those who re-
celve the huip and those who do not heed help. The distributions

vhich we shell make during the remainder of this year, and until

hervest time BOXt year, will have been gratultously produced by the
Welfare Plan UP to as much as perhaps between 704 and 80%, All the
Church orgasizations collsborate in this Plan. As we said to you in
an earlier jetter, ve have, through this Flan, been able to help tens

of thousands of our people sll over the western part of the United

States, and indeed in the Eaet. We visualize, 1f present tendencies
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continue, that <Ur problem may be immeasurably intensified when the
vorld Ha.:é m. gand the patione sink back into the depression which
A “milﬂ_r to follow, It is our earmest hope, and 1indeed bellef,

that ,", “,.11 h‘s ahll 50 tn nta‘nill:a uu: p_-olﬁf_gg@p;_—_ .t..l?&ﬁ!'. ciroum-

e

.t““. b]’ “Ml hllprulnau, by the building up of an actusl sense of
brotherhood amo¥E Een, that our people vill be able to stand the test
which then come®» without slipping too far bdack in 211 those humenitarian
principles and eterling virtues upon which our present civilisation 1is
based. |

o effort has been epared to teach the people to be self re=
liant, independ#Bt, to take e humble, rightecus pride in being, individ-
wslly and se cosminitles, fully self supporting. They have been teught
the prineiples of uncorrupted government through their activities in a
gratuitous Crurch gervice, They have 1-umﬂ_ta love liberty and they
have been tangh® by dire tragedies what all the freedoms mean, especlally
frandnn of conscience. Through everything that has been done and
ﬁ-hind ‘everythisf that has been accaomplished by the people were the
great spiritual principles to which we have alluded above,

We have spoken above largely of the material matters, but
along cultural and spiritusl lines the people have been ecually devoted.
¥ithin three year® from the time of their coming here they set up what
vas called the dniversity of Deseret. From that time unt il this the
Charch hae encoiraged education apnd culture. Of their musicel culture

the present Tapernacle Choir stands ss the best ¥kmown and outstanding

example, but in art, in litersture, and in science they are equally
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proficient - Some of our early bgildings are noted among architeets the
world over &s constituting some of the most beautiful architecture in
all America. Today practically one-fifth of our annual budget is devoted
to education, music, and the cultivation of the fine arts. The Brigham
Young Universily doing I‘égular college work has more than three thousand
students. 1nadditicn Lo that the Church has established at ecollege
centers in Utah, ldaho, Wyoming, Caeliforniz, Arizona, a series of
Institutes where re.igion is taught and cultural acﬁivit.iaa engaged in.
It has estavlisned seminaries wiere tne same sort of instruction is given
adjacent to high schools &1l over the State of Utah and in some parts of
the adjoining states. kiore than thirty thousand students attend these
Institutes and Cerinaries. The result of this attitude towards educa-
tion is that Utah stands practically at the head of the list of all the
States for literacy, although it is still in many respects a frontier
community and statistiecs available indicate that there are proportionately

more men and women who have obtained sufflicient national prominence to

! be included in Wno's Wiho than any other State in the Union, and the great

" bulk of these persons are members of the Jormon Church.

Tnese things have been told in order that you may have a back-
ground and understanding of what we are now Lo say.

Viewing &ll of these things it will be easy for you to under-
stand that the Church has not found it possible to follow along the lines
of the present general tendency in the matter of property rights, taxes,
the curtailuent of rights and liberties of tne people, nor in general

the economi¢ policies of what 1s termed the niiew Deal". The great bulk

=
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iecourse along which this wt country traveled to its present high eminence

[

of what these. pecple zre trylng to do is, in final analyais, absolutely

contrary t,r;r the fundamental prineiples of which we ha.'ri apoken. It is

t-n- nnnsiuer&d lnrsg ::nnaidarad. apinian of Pruuidsnt. Gmnt. and t.huu lrhu

- - - e
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are n.auu-::iated wit.h m.r.., t.hut. aur mtiun mmnt. be presurnd if t.hu pru-

P T s 1 By

.ﬂ.un*L g;mrarnment-ﬁl t:ﬂ.ﬁ.iﬂlﬂﬁ Ehﬂ.ll nm.t-inun. We dﬂr not believe that any
NSt FRAEY s e Tl
other greatl mt;u or great civilization ean be bullt up or maintained
by the use of such policies. As we see one liberty after another en-
croached upon, we look with duepast anxiety toward the possibility of an
attempt Lo teke away relizious freedom from the American pecple. Ve went
t.hraush this experience in our early days. We know from the stories nr
sur fatiers and our grandfathers whet it nmesns to be derrived of the right
+o wors.uip God according to the dleteles of our consciences, and of the
hardships --,:_1:.{1 tragedy that accompany such a .r:ienial. e face this situa-
tion aad thls possibility, we repeat, with desncst apprehension.

As we see it, there is no way in which we céan, Lo use your own
words, "preserve &N perpetuzte our frraclan——freedf:m L2 povern uurulﬁ;,
f-rcﬂdf;m of speech, and freedom to worsnip Ged accordingto our own light,"®

excepl we shall turn away from our present course and resuse the normal

of prosperity, of cuiturs, of univeraal education, and of the peace and

¢unt-antmunt winich we enjoyed pri-::nr tu tha inauguration of the "New Deal®,
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These things are not matters of partisan politics with us.
We care notning as Church leadera sbout partisan politics as such, nor
about the dominance of one party or the other. iie grant to every man

the right to vote as he wishes, and we would not control his vote even

-JJ'F"- ¥
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if we could. But we do reserve to ourselves the right to tell our

people what we think is right regarding politics as affecting the

fundamentals of our governmental system, to warn them of the dangers
\ that lie under the present course, and ,.F.‘.:'_tﬂr t_.n_;_:_u_rapa._;_ia .t'.ﬂ“ that
their peace_, thelir happiness_! and their security do noi lie along the

e e e ki

path of the presmt trﬁnds of government.
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Truly, we do not believe Lhat--again to guote your own WOrds——
we can "preserve and perpetuate our freedom--freedom to govern ourselves,
freedom of speech, and freedom to worsiip God according to our own
light" unless we turn squarely about and return to t._he old~time virtues,
arnd reentnrone our liberties and free institutions.

€ nave doneé in the past, we are doing now, and we andall] con-
tinue in the future to do everything within our Qower to securet hig

turning about of which we speak. ‘e confess to ¥ou that it has not

; baan possible for us to unify our own people even upon t.hé nacaaluit.y

; af auch a Lurnlﬁg ab:-ut. and therefore we cannot, unfortunztely, and we
‘say it regretfullj,, make any practical suggestion to you as Lo Low the
nation can be turned about. But the Prasldant. of the Undted ‘itataa

e e Lt b s it AL e

could do it in good par_t if hg Iwera willing _tr:: exert, _n:_Ls ‘affar'_t_. Iﬁ-._long

-——

that line, but this he. appears :mt to be wlll,lng t.::- dﬂ.
- lie prave—and when we say we uray, we mean we offer a suppli-
cation to our God and your God who we beiieve ca: aear and answer
prayers and does do so--lnat wisdom wiil be given Lo our national

leaders to the end that we may face about and return to tie old virtues.

e shall continue our supplic-tion and to pur S¥Ppilcation we shal]

S
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add such I’ﬂ!‘ﬂﬂ 45 W@ are able t.b dn, tﬂ hring t.hil nhaut.

. };c:m“ have slidallntthatumoinguimlcmlﬂlm
at.;nding in cur own minds that we have aa!ui notiing or little of any-
t.hing that may now be of pmt.im'n].u-, but this mhﬂ feel we can

_ d-ﬂ.nit-alar w,.ma_t. uniess t.ht. people ﬂt America fnrnk- the sins and

;t.ha .arﬂrﬁ,' Fﬁlit.iu" and at.hﬁrwiaa; of i:hi;:h they ars nos gullty l.ni

'_Ntwn to the prnui.im of the :mt m:m.mem.al principles of

; gwmnj_ty, nnd of Emmtitut.iml maﬁmnt there nixl be no exal-

t..ﬂ.t.iun for thea ipirltum.ly,, and pn,xit-il:all)r we shall luau ouxr Ilb-rt.y B
and free inﬂtitutiunu. B “

| Returning to.your nrigixﬁl lutttr and au:r raply thersto regu-d.— ;
ing the peiling of Mma Bonds, The Lhuruh as & Ghurun does not
believe in le= and yet ninu' its -urgaui:atiun whenever war hu come we
have énn-uurpaﬂ Ourm: nnrndix. t.hanr uithhh:tim,mt.u
such in the Civil War because 'ﬂr were an far away, but our ﬂlmn want,
into the swiﬁh-ﬁmrinm war and t.ha;r wert into the iorld War, and

the records will show that thw-uq-mit.m theggselves honorably. Hut.,

' mrurhh_mui,_ we repsat, we mmimtm. e ba;i__q're that inter-

sational difficulties cen and should be settled by ‘peaceful means, and
that Amerdca's great mission in the worid is to bring this about. We
believe that our eatry into this present war by sending our wmen abroad
(and this seems now to be dalibcﬁt&l_y pl#mad} would unnm:.it.ute not,
only & mistske but & t.ra.gedy. Wwe belisve tioat t.hu' presseatl war is merely
a breaking out again of the old spirit of hat.rud arnd envy that has

afflicted Burope for & pariad of & thousand years at least., We do not

Pl [ - A



believe that t-h:l.u war will ut.tlu anything -h-n it is over bnmn

believe that the peace, whoever dictates it., will be primarily the

out.growth o hate, and nate never settled anything rightecusly.
jgowever, we do thoroughly believe in building up :m;l"- home

Lo the waxinmum extent necessary, hut. we do not bnliﬂl that

!
F
! defenses 8
g mm%mﬁhu
g %ﬁfn ‘3nnu...d he ﬂarrifd ?n,,i,ﬂ t.nn mm mff gndnr t.hu t’iﬁhaw
of defense. e thereiore look with unrrwing am a:t t he mnt. use
,g“‘m‘q .
at part of the funds being raiaaﬂ by taxes and by hnm—-

i ¢to which a 2T®
ing ie beins put. we are mmch i-prnand wit.h Lhe views nr t.huﬂ

T EAEN 4 military Eﬂg nave.l @aen whu sqr H are. m:rt mi.lit.a.rily t.hmt.on-d We
3 [ v AT P = S T —:-p.tha-“#*'-

] e bl
believe that our rﬂll threat comes from within and not from ﬁthm,

and it comes from that umarwing epirit coiwson to Hagpiism, Fmim,
and Gmniﬂm, nawsely, Lie spirit which would array class againut claas,

wnich would set up 4 socisiistic siate of soms aurt. wnich would rob
the people of the libertiss uhiuh we possess under the Ennut-it.utiun,
and would seb up such a ra.‘._.gu of terror as Eziat.s now in many parts of

Europe. e feel taat our defenses should be built agalnst this danger
even more than tis touted danger of forelign military invasion which many

rgspnnﬂihln military mon tell us ﬂmmt' Come +
pernaps we might close will a stateuent t.nat. uhuuld ba

uineces sary to rake. &e love America: we love the Constitutlion; we

mﬁ the Goverament that has been established under it; we love our
and our free institutions; we believe in thew; we believe that

e A Lt - oo 5.5 0 - W s

{ 1iberties
God actually. urdainud this in order that we, the kormon people might ‘be

e sas M sl R

set up. and aﬂti.m..mnnd. for our revelations uam:na. we | hﬂl:l t.h- t.nu

o g T

B i

o) T=




plan af l.trd' and ulntinn. jie wish to do all that is humanly possible

Rt [
g e

e — | p—

to do to prefserve our free institutions and this Constitutlion and the
{}ur:trnmént. 3,;5 it was set up under it; we Qo ﬁﬁt. wish knowingly to do one
it or Lo saey one thing that will tend to destroy these divinely given
p_ll:'ivilﬂges . nd blessings.

w2 truﬁt you will pardon this long letter, but we feel we
muat. sa.r thert You invited it.

pyusting that the Lurd will pcint. sut some 'nay , Will somehow

bring about 2 rejuvenation of the American spirit along ‘with a true
1love of ﬁ..g,gdnm and of our free .;?_nutitutiuns , and for Constitutional

government, "¢ %%

Faithfully yours,

Heber S. Grant

J. Heuben Clark Jr.

David O, Mckay

The First Presidency



Jenuary 30, 194Z.

Dear ¥Er. Homsghteling:

{ #®rest you will pardon this late acknowledg=zent
of your I note of Degember 10 with which you anclosed
" a copy of th® letter from the First Presidency of the-
FitzGitbon pelating to the Defense Savings campaigne’

e Ia,.:r'nnta reached ze just as 1 was leming fqr.
a brief mﬁ.ﬁ;ﬂ-ﬂ mﬂti: and upon ;:r return there has
been so much ressing ness that I have ohly recently
ﬂttnmuﬂfl to reading the enclosure you sent me. A4S
you ctn’ gursise; I found it every bit as unenlightened as
1 had expect®is i
: Wiﬂg you agein for yonr -ﬁn'urte&:r in this
matter, and #ith kind regards, - -

Em“rﬂl’ Jours,

7



darch 2, 1942,

Mr. James L. Houghteling,
Assistant to the Secretary
of the Traasury, g

washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Houghteling:

I thought you might be interested in the
enclosed editorial from the Deseret News of February 21,
which & fellow Utuhan sent me the other day.

48 you may know, the Deseret Hews is a daily
newspaper of genperal circulation that is omned and con-
trolled by the Normon Church. If the editorial rolicy
of this paper refelects the attitude of the Chureh ag-
thorities, as one would naturally expect, this editorial
indicates that the Church leaders have greatly changed their
views respecting support by their members of the Govern-
ment's financing program, in particular the distribution
- of savings bonds. The contrast with the attitude expressed
- in their letter to the Honorable William C. PiteGibbon, a
copy of which you kindly sent me sometime back, is quite
striking.

With best wishes, T am

Yours sincerely,

. 8. Eccles,
Chai I'IET «

Enclosure

LCthbw
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON

DEFENSE SAVINGS STAFF Varch 12, 19L2

Hon. Marriner &. Ba2cles,

chadrmant

toard of Jovernors of the
feaeral Pesarve Jystem,

T il
i m -

tyodear lir. decles:

I am greatly oblived tc you for sending me, unger
date of larch 2, the elinnins of the editorial in “The Deseretl
Hlews" of 5alt Lake .City, Tor rebruary 21, which very ably
ancdorses the Defenge Savince nrogsrar of the Treasury. I am
particularly pleased o zet tris fire endorsement fro:n the
admirable newsnaner owned and controlled by the L.ormon Church,
Tt represents a most favorable contrast to the izsolationist
attitude exrressad by the First Presidency of the Chureh in
2 letter written to Lr. Fitziibbon of rgy oifice a few months

- ep
270 .

Yours sincerely,

LN

- ,
f,f’ James L, hcu ,hteﬁﬁ"
Tirector,
( National Crsand
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